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SUBJECT: TRIAL OF "THAMMASAT 18" POSTPONED UNTIL NOVEMBER 
REF: BANGKOK 20976 

1 . RTG ANNOUNCED POSTPONEMENT OF TRIAL OF "THAMMASAT 18" 

UNTIL NOVEMBER 17. THE 18 STUDENTS AND ACTIVISTS HELD 
FOLLOWING EVENTS OF OCT 6. 1976 APPEARED BEFORE A SPECIAL 
SESSION OF THE MILITARY COURT OF THE DEFENSE MINISTRY 

OCT 5 TO BE INFORMED OF THE POSTPONEMENT. PRESIDING 
JUDGE, AIR VICE MARSHAL SANSOEN WANIT, TOLD DEFENDANTS 
THE DELAY WAS NECESSARY BECAUSE CONSTRUCTION OF A LARGER 
COURTROOM AT AN RTA FACILITY IN BANGKOK SUBURB OF 
NOTHABURI WOULD NOT BE COMPLETED UNTIL NEXT MONTH. WE 
UNDERSTAND THAT DEFENDANTS HAD REQUESTED A POSTPONEMENT TO 
ALLOW MORE TIME TO PREPARE THEIR DEFENSE. 

2. THE OCT 5 SPECIAL SESSION WAS LIMITED TO PROCEDURAL 
ISSUES RELATING TO THE TIMING AND VENUE OF THE TRIAL. 

THE DEFENDANTS USED THE OCCASION TO CONFER AMONG THEMSELVES 
AND MADE THREE REQUESTS TO THE COURT: A) THAT ALL 18 
DEFENDANTS BE HELD IN THE SAME DETENTION CENTER (NOTE: 

THEY ARE PRESENTLY HELD IN THREE SEPARATE CENTERS). 
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THE COURT RESPONDED THAT THIS WAS THE PREROGATIVE OF 
THE CORRECTIONS DEPARTMENT. AND THE COURT WOULD 
FORWARD REQUEST TO THE DIRECTOR GENERAL OF CORRECTIONS. 

B) THE DEFENDANTS ASKED THAT DOCUMENTS OF 

EVIDENCE PROPOSED TO BE USED BY THE PROSECUTION BE MADE AVAILABLE 
FOR THEM TO STUDY. THE COURT SAID THAT IT WAS THE PROSECUTOR'S 
RIGHT TO TURN OVER THE EVIDENCE TO THE OURT ON THE DAY BEFORE 
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THE HEARING AND THAT THERE IS SO MUCH DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE 
THAT ADVANCE DISTRIBUTION IS IMPRACTICAL. C) DEFENDANTS 
ASKED THAT THE TRIAL BE HELD AT A LARGER FACILITY. SUCH 
AS THE BANGKOK CRIMINAL COURT. WITHIN THE CITY OF 
BANGKOK. THE COURT REPLIED THAT THE NONTHABURI 
FACILITY WOULD PROVIDE A SUITABLE VENUE, CAPABLE OF 
ACCOMMODATING LARGE NUMBERS OF SPECTATORS. 

3. COMMENT: WE EXPECT THE UPCOMING TRIAL SESSIONS. 

BEGINNING NOVEMBER 17. TO TAKE PLACE AS SCHEDULED AND 
TO BE OPEN TO THE PUBLIC. THE MONTH-LONG DELAY FOR 
CONSTRUCTION OF A LARGER COURTROOM CONVENIENTLY AVOIDS 
THE NECESSITY OF HOLDING PUBLIC TRIAL SESSION DURING 
THE MONTH OF OCTOBER - ANNIVERSARY OF THE 1973 STUDENT 
UPRISING AND THE 1976 VIOLENCE AT THAMMASAT. 

WHITEHOUSE 
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